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Editorial Policy. Because of the field of learning disabilities is multidisci-
plinary, LDRP publishes articles describing research, program development,
and practices in teaching and assessment from a variety of disciplines as long
as the focus is on learning disabilities. Unvalidated program descriptions,
descriptions (without evaluation) of techniques or procedures, and personal
accounts generally are not acceptable.

Each manuscript submitted is reviewed by the Editors, who will monitor
it through the review process. Each paper undergoes blind review by experts
in the area of its content. Articles are judged on the following criteria:

Importance of the topic addressed
Soundness of conceptualization
Clarity of purpose and goals
Adequacy of the research

Accuracy and validity of content
Reliability of conclusions
Contribution to professional literature
Reader interest and appeal

Viewpoints expressed within LDRP are the author’s and do not necessar-
ily reflect the individual or collective opinion of either the Editors, officers,
review board, or members of DLD. Consequently, neither DLD nor LDRP
can assume responsibility for statements made or opinions expressed by
contributors.

Manuscript Submission. Electronic submissions are encour-
aged, but submissions via surface mail are also acceptable. Submissions
should include a cover letter that indicates for which section of the journal
(i.e., Research or Practice) the manuscript has been prepared. Submissions
should be sent to: Dr. Charles Hughes, Department of Educational Psy-
chology & Special Education, Penn State University, 224 CEDAR Building,
University Park, PA 16802-3109. E-mail: cahl4@psu.edu. In the cover
letter, authors should indicate that the findings reported in the manuscript
are original, that they have not been published previously, and that the
manuscript is not being simultaneously submitted elsewhere. Authors
should also state that they have complied with American Psychological
Association ethical standards in the treatment of their samples.

Please note that Word 2007 is not yet compatible with journal produc-
tion systems. Unfortunately, the journal cannot accept Microsoft Word 2007
documents until such time as a stable production version is released. Please
use Word’s ‘Save As’ option therefore to save your document as an older
(.doc) file type.

Artwork. There are three preferred formats for digital artwork submis-
sion: Encapsulated PostScript (EPS), Portable Document Format (PDF), and
Tagged Image Format (TIFF). We suggest that line art be saved as EPS files.
Alternately, these may be saved as PDF files at 600 dots per inch (dpi) or
better at final size. Tone art, or photographic images, should be saved as TIFF
files with a resolution of 300 dpi at final size. For combination figures, or
artwork that contains both photographs and labeling, we recommend saving
figures as EPS files, or as PDF files with a resolution of 600 dpi or better at
final size. More detailed information on the submission of electronic artwork
can be found at http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/authors/digill.asp.

Manuscript Style. Manuscripts must be prepared according to the style
recommendation in the Publication Manual of the American Psychologi-
cal Association (5th ed., 2001). Manuscripts must be double-spaced, with
wide margins throughout. Except under unusual circumstances, manuscripts
should be no longer than 30 pages in length. The manuscript should contain
the following elements:

Title page. The first page of the manuscript should include the title of the
article and the complete names and institutional affiliations of all authors.
As a separate item, indicate the name, postal and email address, and phone
number of the corresponding author. Also provide a short title to be used as
a running head.

Abstract. Each article should be prefaced by a brief abstract (100—150
words).

Biographical statement. Authors should include a short (40—
60 words) biographical statement with the heading, About the Authors. This
statement will be included at the end of the article.

Additional elements—tables, figures, acknowledgments, when
included—should take the following form:

Tables. All tabulated data identified as tables should be given a table
number and a descriptive title. Tables should be typed double-spaced on
separate pages.

Figures. Figures should be numbered and labeled (first author’s name) in
pencil on the reverse side. Brief captions to the figures should be listed on a
separate page and numbered consecutively in correspondence to the figures.
Upon acceptance of a manuscript for publication, the author should be pre-
pared to supply line art as black on white glossy prints that are approximately
twice the final size. Note: If symbols are used—especially many symbols
on one graph (e.g., open squares, open diamonds, and closed circles)—they
should be large enough to be clearly distinguished after reduction. Color
photographs are acceptable, but reproduction thereof must be prepaid by the

author.
Acknowledgments. Acknowledgments (e.g., of collaboration or support)

may be included on a separate page. Acknowledgments will appear at the
end of the article before the reference section.

A note on manuscript style. Both sections of the journal publish only
those articles judged to be of superior quality. Quality is judged on the basis
of design, implementation, writing, and importance of the article to the field.
However, different styles of writing are preferred in the two sections. Au-
thors preparing manuscripts for the Research section should adhere to style
guidelines generally observed in scientific journals. Care should be taken
to describe subject selection criteria, subject characteristics, research proce-
dures, data analysis employed, and the like. Discussion should emphasize
the practical applications of the research findings, as well as theoretical in-
terpretation of findings. Articles discussing issues of concern to researchers
also are appropriate for this section of LDRP.

Authors preparing manuscripts for the Practice section should consider
a more informal style with an emphasis on rich, detailed descriptions of
programs and procedures, and implications. Discursive articles and reviews
of literature on topics or issues of interest to practitioners are appropriate.
In either case, the content must be grounded in research. Articles reporting
original, practice-oriented research are also acceptable for this section, but
the above stylistic guidelines should be considered.

Review Process. The Editors will determine which section of the jour-
nal (i.e., Research or Practice) is the appropriate vehicle for the article
submitted; author’s stipulations as included in the cover letter will gener-
ally be honored. The Editors will send the manuscript for blind review to
three Reviewers who will be selected on the basis of their expertise in the
content area addressed or the methodology used. The review process nor-
mally takes 6 to 8 weeks, and, after all reviews are returned, the principal
author will receive notification about the publication decision from the Ed-
itors. Authors may be requested to make revisions, ranging from minor
to major, prior to final acceptance. The Editors reserve the right to make
minor editorial changes that do not affect materially the meaning of the
text.

Permissions. Authors are responsible for all statements made in their
work and for obtaining permission from copyright owners to reprint or adapt
a table or figure or to reprint a quotation of 500 words or more. Authors
should write to original author(s) and publisher to request nonexclusive
world rights in all languages to use the material in the article and in future
editions. Provide copies of all permissions and credit lines obtained.

Copyright Regulations. Upon acceptance of a manuscript, authors are
required to sign a form transferring the copyright from the author to the
publisher. A copy of Blackwell Publishing Inc.’s copyright guidelines is
available upon request.

Production Notes. After a manuscript is accepted for publication, its
author is asked to provide a computer disk containing the manuscript file.
Files are copyedited and typeset into page proofs. Authors are asked to read
proofs for typesetter’s errors and other defects. Authors may order reprints
of their articles only when they return page proofs.

Author Material Archive Policy. Please note that unless specifi-
cally requested, Blackwell Publishing will dispose of all hardcopy or
electronic material two months after publication. If you require the
return of any material submitted, please inform the editorial office
or production editor as soon as possible if you have not yet done
so.


jwl3v
Text Box
Learning Disabilities Research & Practice
  (7 August 2007)


	Untitled



